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Location: 
Annapolis, Md.
Established: 1967 
Vessel: Stanley 
Norman, a 1902  
skipjack. 
 

The Program in a Nutshell:  The Foundation offers 
one-day excursions aboard the skipjack Stanley Norman 
for student groups, 5th grade and up. Trips originate 
from Annapolis or St. Michaels and accommodate up to 
24 participants who will dredge for oysters, test water 
quality, and learn to sail the 65-foot wooden sailboat.

CBF instructors lead discussions about Bay history, 
watershed and estuary management, various methods 
of commercial fishing, and the effect of human activ-
ity on the Bay’s natural resources. The curriculum has 
recently been expanded to include special topics in 
biology for high school and college-level students.

The Stanley Norman is equipped with state-of-the-
art water quality monitoring equipment which allow 
groups to generate data including pH, temperature, dis-
solved oxygen, salinity, chlorophyll, and other indicators 
to build a complete picture of the health of the Bay.  
Contact: 410-268-8816; educationcoordinator@cbf.org; 
or visit www.cbf.org.

Below: The Stanley Norman passing under the Chesapeake Bay Bridge. 
Above: Students learning to plot a course and hauling up an oyster dredge.

Location: Norfolk, Va.
Established: 1986
Vessel: American Rover, a three-masted topsail  
schooner built in 1986. 
 

The Program in a Nutshell:  The 135-foot American 
Rover is certified by the Coast Guard to carry up to 149 
passengers. Its education programs, focusing mainly on 
ship handling and maritime history, are designed to  
accommodate from 60 to 120 students and teachers. 

During the 11/2-hour cruises (April to November) on 
the waters of the Elizabeth River and Hampton Roads, 
students participate in hands-on activities that include 
setting the sails, steering the ship, and learning how to 
navigate; and they will hear tales of maritime history 

and life onboard the great sail-
ing ships of the past. 
Contact: 757-627-7245; or  
visit www.americanrover.com/ 
students/.

Left and below: A lesson at the helm and 
the American Rover under way. Above: 
A group of students learning the ropes.

Ch
es

ap
ea

ke
 B

ay
 F

ou
nd

at
io

n 
ph

ot
os

Am
er

ic
an

 R
ov

er
 p

ho
to

s


